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COMMITIEE ON AGRICULTURE
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Room 1301, Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
FOR I~ll1EDIATE RELEASE, FRIDAY, AUGUST 5, 1977
Rep. Kika de la Garza, D.-Tex., Chairman of the Subcommittee on
Department Investigations, Oversight, and Research, announced today
that his Subcommittee will meet September 7th and 8th to consider ma-
jor amendments to the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide
Act, the legislative authority under which the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency regulates the use of pesticides in the United States.
"!'Ie have held extensive oversight hearings reviewing the imple-
mentation of pesticide programs by EPA and are aware of a number of
significant problem areas which should be addressed. Because of our
involvement with the general farm bill, however, we have not had the
opportunity to give full consideration to the various options avail-
able to Congress to meet these problems, said de la Garza.
The Texas Democrat pointed out that the Senate has acted on ma-
jor legislation dealing with these issues and that other versions
had been introduced in the House.
ki~e have not decided on a vehicle for markup by the Subcommit-
tee, ,. said de la Garza, "but it is my belief that we will be able to
develop sound legislation for House consideration in this session.
I believe that it is essential that we act now to correct the evident
problem areas in pesticide regulation and to relieve the farmer of
problems facing him in controlling insects and diseases that
threaten his crop.
I am convinced that the Subcommittee will give careful consid-
eration to all points of view and will examine in detail all proposed
amendments, particularly with regard to the ultimate consequences to
the American economy and to the environment. We can and must balance
legitimate environment concern and the public's interest in pesticide
regulation with agriculture's requirements and the need for a sound
farm economy, added de la Garza.
